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In December 2006 I boarded a crowded Air France jet for an 11-hour journey from Los Angeles to the other side of the world.  My destination was Alsace, France.  The Alsace region is in the most northern part of France very close to the German border.  This trip was made courtesy of the French Consulate in Los Angeles, in association with Maison de la France, the French Office of Tourism.    My assignment was to make a 4 – 6 minute film about the region.  My travel companions included other film students from The Pasadena Art Center, Otis College and the University of New Orleans.  Together our band of four embarked on an adventure that contributed to our artistic and personal growth.  As a candidate for an MFA in Film Directing at Cal-Arts, I was thrilled to represent my department, as well as the United States on this international endeavor.

Over the course of two weeks we drove through Alsace - Panasonic digital cameras in tow - in search of the essence of Alsace as we would perceive it as artists.  We spent time in some wonderful towns including Strasbourg - the second largest city in France after Paris, then Colmar, Mulhouse, Seletat, Rosheim and Kaysersberg.  We visited a few wineries on Alsace’ famous Wine Route known for its amazing white varietals.  I particularly enjoyed the Museum of Contemporary Art in Colmar, and the Museum of Fine Arts in Mulhouse.  And, as customary during the holiday season in Alsace, we visited many Christmas markets, each one more elaborate than the next.  This was a great opportunity to enjoy traditional Alsacian cuisine such as sauerkraut, ham and the richest cheeses you will ever experience.  It was also in the Christmas markets that I discovered Vin Chaud, which in English means hot wine.  

The most captivating part of my Alsacian experience was the people.  I had numerous opportunities to interact and have conversations with many locals of the region, especially the younger generation.  The French were very receptive of me and were generally comfortable with me documenting my experience on film.  I kept my camera with me most of the time.  I used my tripod and captured many images of sweeping landscapes as well as quaint little towns such as Barr and Beauville.  Though I conducted a few interviews with a microphone, I found it more interesting to film people and as they existed naturally in their environment.  It was refreshing how open the French were in allowing me to film them in the subtlest situations.  I am currently reviewing about 5 hours of footage and the more interesting shots are those were people were unaware of the camera.  My final edit will be complete by the spring, in time for a gala screening held in Beverly Hills in May 2007, sponsored by the French Consulate in Los Angeles. 

